
ATLAS.ti 6
The New Features

PDF



If You Can Print It,You Can Use It. 
PDF Fully Supported. 

We’re especially excited about the new full native PDF support that will 
allow you to work with PDF files in their native layout. Other QDA 
packages make you strip PDFs down to primitive text files, which is hardly 
an adequate way of working, aside from being tedious and time-
consuming to boot. 

But with ATLAS.ti 6 you are now able to keep your original PDFs—layout, 
graphics, tables and all—so your primary data always remains uncorrupted 
and complete. 

Consider the enormous possibilities: 

• Work on Web pages saved to PDF, thus securely maintaining their 
original layout, graphics, and most important all their actual 
content at the time of visiting. 

• Directly access a plethora of digital resources such as e-books, 
research papers, business reports, conference proceedings, press 
releases, and so much more. Now it's all at your fingertips without 
conversion or additional steps of any kind. 

• If you work on a Master, Ph.D., or research project, code your 
literature for themes, types of methodology used, theories, results, 
explanation of the results, recommended further research, etc. And 
use ATLAS.ti as a tool to organize your literature and stay on top. 
New ways of linking your empirical research with the literature 
become possible. 

• Use the output from any of the programs on your computer as a 
primary document. If you can “print” it (as PDF), you can use it in 
ATLAS.ti. 

You can literally use the output from any program that can produce PDF as 
your primary documents. Even if your program doesn't have a dedicated 
built-in PDF generator (many do), you can still produce PDF via freely 
available PDF printer drivers and standalone applications. 

The possibilities are truly endless and extremely exciting! 

Universal Freedom through a Universal Format
ATLAS.ti's support of PDF makes it possible to use output from practically 
any computer application as your primary documents!  

2 | 5



By quickly “printing” a PDF document you can now directly work on 
material created in nearly any program on your computer—such as 
PowerPoint, Open Office, ATLAS.ti itself (go figure!) as well as most 
graphics, statistics, reporting, authoring, accounting  applications—as your 
primary documents. 

Working with PDF Documents

Display and Navigation 
PDF documents are displayed one page at a time. If you increase the size of 
the editor window, the size of the PDF page is enlarged. You may also 
zoom the content via the ZOOM PD button in the vertical tool bar. 

• To reset the view to 100%, hold down both SHIFT+CTRL key while you 
click on the ZOOM PD button.

• To decrease the display size, hold down the SHIFT key while clicking the 
ZOOM PD button.

In the status bar at the bottom of the screen you see the actual size of the 
PD. This is also the place where you navigate back and forth in the 
document. To move one page forward, left click on the Page button. To 
move backwards, right click the Page button.

NOTE: When you resize the window, it may happen that the margin area 
does not stick to the primary document. Then simply left click on the frame 
and move it to the left.

Coding
PDF documents allow for various ways of coding. Basically, there are no 
restrictions, you can code any area within the document. Below you find a 
number of screen shots demonstrating the various options.
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Coding just like you're used to

(Auto) coding bibliographies

Coding Images

Coding parts of images
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Coding columns of text

Output
When outputting PDF quotations, e.g. all quotations for a selected code, 
the text is extracted and you  can generate a rtf document. The quotation 
references for textual quotations indicate the page number and the start 
and end position on the basis of character counts For example: (31:1537-
31:1745) means that this quotation is from page 31, starting at character 
1537 and ending at character 1745.

The referencing for coded images is a different, but also indicating the 
position of the quotation in the document: (@422-@618).
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